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Would You Consider Becoming a Town Councillor? 

   
The Town Council here in Leiston owns the Film Theatre, the 
Community Centre in King Georges Avenue, the allotments in Valley 
Road and behind Haylings Road, Haylings Pond, Victory Road 
Recreation Ground, King Georges Recreation Ground, the Community 
Orchard and has a 50 year lease on part of the former Middle School 
operated now as the Waterloo Centre.  
 
This is a substantial part of the town’s fabric so to manage this 
councillors employ a Town Clerk and other staff to ensure the facilities 
are safe and fit for purpose for residents to enjoy and benefit from. To 
fund this they “precept” the residents of Leiston a certain amount of 
Council Tax each year (currently £284,000) and are responsible for how 
much this is and how it is spent.  
 
Councillors also get involved in promoting the town, engaging with other 
parishes and councils to develop and better your/our environment and 
responding to consultations and problems.  
 
They do all this primarily through a small amount of committee work but 
mainly through the monthly Council meeting held in the Community 
Centre, invariably on the first Tuesday of each month. This would be 
your only real commitment, but the opportunity would always be there for 
much deeper involvement as you feel able. 
 
The local elections are due to be held on 2 May this year and this is 
when you will be asked to select those residents, who have put their 
name forward, to represent you running our town for the next four years. 
 
If this is not for you then PLEASE VOTE on the 2nd and support your 
fellow residents who want to work on your behalf. 
 

See page 6 for details of how to get involved  and apply. 
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 Welcome to this edition of the Leiston-cum-Sizewell 
Town Council Newsletter. At the time of writing the 
weather is unusually warm and sunny and it is 
pleasing to see the daffodils showing through in the 
Community Orchard and the crocuses planted last 
year in flower along Park Hill. 

In the last newsletter we helped to advertise the 
Leiston On Ice event organised by the Leiston 
Events Group held over the weekend of 8 and 9 
December. This was well supported by the 
community and proved to be very popular and successful. Although this 
was a few months ago and the Town Council have already expressed 
their thanks to the organisers, I feel the group and their helpers deserve 
a more public thank you in recognition of their commitment in putting on 
such a big event for everyone in our community. 

As in previous years a pantomime was held in January at the Leiston 
Film Theatre.  This year Bright Sparks, our local amateur dramatics 
theatre group, put on a production of The Adventures of Dick Whittington 
and his Cat which was well supported and enjoyed over five 
performances. I would like to thank Bright Sparks and all those involved 
in putting on this production.  

As you will know from the information coming through your letterbox and 
articles in the local press there are important consultations taking place 
regarding major proposals that affect our community. 

EDF Energy’s consultation regarding proposals for a Sizewell C power 
station started on 4 January and all completed questionnaires or 
comments must be received by 29 March. Your town councillors have 
been attending the public exhibitions, reading the detailed information on 
the development proposals, in addition to the summary document 
delivered to all households and have had a presentation from EDF 
Energy. The Council have received the views of the community at the 
exhibitions, a public meeting and through correspondence from groups 
and individuals together with conversations you have had with town 
councillors and the Town Clerk. We will be responding taking your views 
into account and I would encourage you all to send in your own 
individual responses. In order that the Town Council can more effectively 
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present our response councillors have attended workshops run by 
Planning Aid. A copy of the Council’s agreed formal response 
regarding the SZC proposals will be placed on the Town Council 
website and be available to view at the Council Offices once 
submitted. 

An additional consultation from EDF Energy on relocating some 
Sizewell B facilities was held from 4 January – 1 February. The 
feedback would provide information to a future planning application 
which will come to the Town Council for consideration once the 
application has been submitted to the Planning Authority. 

There are also two further consultations regarding Scottish Power 
Renewables proposals for two offshore windfarms East Anglia ONE 
North and East Anglia TWO. This Phase 4 consultation on both 
proposals runs from 11 February until 26 March. Councillors have 
attended local exhibitions and been provided with detailed 
documentation. Once again, the Town Council will be taking your 
views into account and submit a response. I would also encourage you 
to send your own response. 

In 2017, new play equipment was purchased for use in the younger 
children’s play area of the King Georges Avenue Recreation Ground 
and has proved very popular. The Council have recently approved the 
purchase of four pieces of equipment with appropriate safety matting 
for the older children’s play area to replace some of the existing 
equipment which is over 20 years old. As we did when choosing the 
equipment for the younger children’s play area, we sought the views of 
school children on what they would like on the recreation ground.  It is 
hoped the equipment will be installed by the Summer. 

In January each year, one of the major tasks of the Town Council is to 
set the Precept. This is the amount householders will pay to Leiston-
cum-Sizewell Town Council as their part of the overall Council Tax bill 
which includes the County Council, District Council and the Police. A 
short explanation on the Council Tax and Leiston’s precept for 
2019/2020 is included in this newsletter for your information.  

Cllr Lesley Hill 

Chairman 
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LEISTON-CUM-SIZEWELL PARK RUN IS SIX MONTHS OLD!  

Our free Saturday morning 9am event is now firmly established along 
the beautiful dunes within the AONB from Sizewell to Minsmere and 
back.  
If you are interested in joining Park Run you need to register on the web 
site at www.parkrun.org.uk web site and you will receive a barcode. You 
need to bring with you a printed version of your barcode to your local 
Park Run. 
The route at Sizewell is a fantastic location protected from the onshore 
breezes by the dunes and underfoot the terrain is typically well drained 
and firm. 
There is a large car park (60p for 2 hours), public toilets, (including disa-
bled toilet), and a great café run by local people. 
Park Run is a free 5km event that you can volunteer at or run, jog or 
walk which takes place every Saturday morning. It is open to all abilities 
and ages (children accompanied by adults and dogs on leads) 
In our first 6 months over 300 local people have registered and more 
than 2,000 people have attended at least once. Our volunteer team has 
over 30 members. 
Everyone is able to build a personal performance profile to measure 
their progress and participation. 
There are hundreds of park runs which take place all over the UK and 
the world. It’s a great way to get some exercise, meet and make friends 
whilst improving fitness and enhancing wellbeing. 
Give it a try! 
If you want to join parkrun locally, register today at www.parkrun.org.uk 
and join us any or every Saturday at 9am. 
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TOWN CENTRE PROJECT MOVES FORWARD 
 

For Leiston Community Land Trust 2018 closed with a couple of 
significant steps forward. In November the former Westbrook family 
land in Sizewell Road was bought by Suffolk Coastal District Council 
shortly before it was due for auction.  This secured the land for the 
Leiston project.  Then in December, at a successful and enthusiastic 
Community Land Trust AGM, the formal Trustee Board was elected. 
 
2019 started with further steps when the District Council tidied up the 
shops in Sizewell Road.  The former “Margaret’s” shop will remain 
closed, but the other 3 are available for use.  No 22, the former BROS 
shop, will become an information centre and base for the Leiston 
Community Land Trust 
and should be occupied 
shortly so expect ongoing 
updates in the window 
including notice of drop-in 
sessions.  On behalf of the 
town project, the Trustees 
would like to thank the 
District Council for their 
support and for allowing 
the Trust to lease the shop 
rent-free. 
 
With the support of Julie Patel at the Suffolk College on the Coast, the 
Trustees are working on their business plan, and have now met with 3 
local housing associations as potential partners – all of whom are keen 
to bring their expertise and funding to the project.  Suffolk County 
Council External Funding Team are also helping with directing the 
Trust to sources of the considerable money needed to complete the 
project. 
 
In the meantime more information is available via email at 
leistonclt@mail.com , at the Leiston Town Centre Project Facebook 
page or by dropping a letter into the Leiston Town Council Office who 
will pass it on.  If you are already a Member of the Trust (£1) then 
thank you for your support.  If you are not yet a member, please 
consider adding your weight to the project.  Showing the support from 
the Leiston residents has persuaded the District Council to help and 
now we need to persuade the funders. 



The Town Council—how to apply for nomination...cont... 

If you are interested in becoming a councillor it is very simple. You 
need to obtain a nomination paper from the Town Council offices or 
online from Suffolk Coastal District Council from Monday 18 March. 
You fill them in and get them to the Town Council office (by 29 March) 
or to the District Council offices at Melton by 4pm Wednesday 3 April. 
That’s all there is to it. You will then be on the ballot paper in May 
yourselves. 
 
Most people are qualified to stand for their local council but there are a 
few rules.  You have to be:  
 
A British citizen, or a citizen of the Commonwealth, or the European 
Union; and 18 years of age or older; and you must also fulfil one of 
these four criteria: 
 
• You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local 

government elector for Leiston from the day of your nomination 
onwards. 

• You have occupied, as owner or tenant, any land or other 
premises in Leiston during the whole of the 12 months before the 
day of your nomination and the day of election. 

• Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the 
day of your nomination and the day of election has been in 
Leiston.  

• You have lived in Leiston or within three miles of it during the 
whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and 
the day of election.  

 
You cannot stand for election if you:  
 
• Are the subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or interim order. 
• Have within five years before the day of the election, been 

convicted in the United Kingdom of any offence and have had a 
prison sentence (whether suspended or not) for a period of over 
three months without the option of a fine. 

• Work for Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council.  
 
Do you need to be a member of a political party? No, not at all, most 
local councils are not political and most councillors sit as independents 
but Leiston has a history of some political input although it is 
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predominantly independent these days.  
 
If you are political or just wish to make a difference to a wider area 
then the same timescales (above) apply to becoming a District 
Councillor where party politics play a greater part. On 1 April, East 
Suffolk Council will be formed and become a new ‘super district’ 
authority, serving the residents, businesses and communities of both 
Suffolk Coastal and Waveney.  The new district will be served by 55 
councillors, each representing a ‘ward’, with 29 separate wards in 
total. Leiston will have three District Councillors representing a very 
large area including Aldeburgh, Snape, Benhall and Theberton. 
 
More details on any of the above are available from your Town 
Council offices. 
 

John Rayner 
Town Clerk 

 
 
 

Would You Like An Allotment? 
 
 
We currently have several allotment plots available at the Valley Road 
site for lease, of various sizes.  The cost of an allotment plot depends 
on its size but generally speaking from as little as £5.00 per year for a 
small plot up to around £18.00 for a larger plot.  If you are an OAP 
(65yrs) you also get a discount.  If you are interested in growing your 
own fruit and vegetables and would like to lease a plot, please contact 
the Town Council on (01728) 830388 or come into the office to 
discuss. 
 
If you do become an allotment holder, you can join The Leiston Town 
Allotment Association who offer free gardening advice at the allotment 
shop, allotment association outings and 10% discount on garden 
sundries at Coopers in the town when you show your Allotment 
Association Membership card.  The allotment shop in Valley Road is 
open Saturday mornings between 10am and 12pm for you to buy 
garden supplies at a very competitive price. 
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‘Fantastic Show’, ‘Refreshingly Different’, ‘Brilliant’, 
 ‘Great Entertainment’. 

 
These were just a few of the encouraging 
comments Leiston amateur theatre group 
Bright Sparks received following their 
recent run of Dick Whittington at the 
Leiston Film Theatre.  The 5 shows were 
enjoyed by over 1200 eager panto fans of 
all ages. 
The group have been performing their 
pantomimes and variety shows at the 
venue for the last twenty years and have 
gained a reputation as one of the finest 
amateur theatre groups in the area. They 
have also raised thousands of pounds for 
local charities including LOFO, First 
Responders, Leiston Guides and Scouts, 
Leiston Film Theatre Support Club and 
the RNLI at Aldeburgh. 
 
 

 
This year’s tale ‘Dick Whittington’ is one of the oldest pantomimes and 
Bright Sparks presented it in traditional fashion with plenty of fun, 
audience participation and wonderful musical numbers. There were 
strong performances from all the cast especially Hebe Cooke who 
played Dick – her first leading role, at only sixteen years of age. Many of 
our youngsters have been Brights Sparks members since they were 
very young, and we are proud to encourage our young talent. 
After enjoying such a long run of shows at the venue Bright Sparks have 
decided to take a well deserved year off from pantomime. The whole 
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process takes twelve months from writing the script to the final curtain, 
and the fifty strong group all do it unpaid in their spare time. However, 
they have plenty of ideas hatching for future productions so watch out on 
their Facebook page – Bright Sparks Panto - and in local press for 
further information as we will be back on stage in the not too distant 
future.  

Last but by no means least we thank you, the public, for your continued 
support and encouraging messages.  
 

Bright Sparks 
 
 
 
Post Script: 
With Bright Sparks taking a well deserved break, next year's Pantomime 
will be an 'in house' production of Goldilocks and the Three Bears, under 
the direction of Wayne Burns, between Thursday 16 January and 
Sunday 19 January 2020. 600 tickets have already been sold and full 
details and bookings (recommended) are available at: 
www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk   



Leiston Town Pastors 
 
 
We at Leiston Town Pastors are so grateful for the support and 
encouragement we receive from members of the public and the 
Town Council. On the whole patrols are quiet and peaceful, 
although Town Pastors were involved in the aftermath of an assault 
in  November and were able to help. We were pleased we were 
able to join together with  Woodbridge and Felixstowe Town Pastors 
for our First Aid Training in January. 
 
Inevitably there are changes in personnel at times. One Town 
Pastor has offered to join the Base Team, as being out on the street 
was beginning to tell on their physical health. We are delighted that 
we have also gained one new Town Pastor. Sadly, Lorna, our Co-
ordinator, who joined us last June has had to resign due to 
increased family pressures. We are thankful for her time with us and 
for all she was able to accomplish during that time. 
 
Carol Cotton, who  was the initial Co-ordinator of Town Pastors in 
Leiston has stepped in to this role temporarily and Emma Jameson 
has kindly agreed to offer Admin Support, again on a temporary 
basis. 
 
In September we welcomed Revd. Richard Finch as one of our 
Trustees. We are now about to advertise afresh for a Co-ordinator 
for this important ministry. We are seeking to appoint a mature 
Christian, with an active prayer life, who possesses good 
organisational skills, is good at relating to others and who will be an 
encourager to all who share in this work. 
 
We continue to look for committed Christians from within the local 
churches to train as Town Pastors. 
 
We will hold our Annual Meeting at the United Church, Leiston at 
7pm on Monday 1 April. All are welcome. 
 
Revd Pauline Florance      Chair of Trustees 
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COUNCIL TAX AND LEISTON’S PRECEPT 
 
All figures in this article will be for BAND D Council Tax as this is the recognised 
benchmark. Only 6% of households in Leiston are Band D however with over 70% 
falling in Band A or Band B. 

Your Council Tax bill covers 4 separate elements. 

The County Council who require £1,292.12  (up £49.58p) 

The District Council ask for £167.24    (up £4.97p) 

The Police require £212.80    (up £23.98p) 

The Leiston Town Council Precept of £166.83  (up £1.78p) 

The first three will be the same for all households in the Suffolk Coastal District. The last 
element however is what each Town or Parish in the District “precepts” for to allow them 
to carry out the wide and varied functions that they undertake. You will see on the front 
cover what we use it for. It also explains why someone in Knodishall, say, has a 
different final bill than someone in Leiston and Aldeburgh etc.  

Each year Councillors look at what they need to maintain the facilities they own and 
then look at future projects that they feel will enhance the Town and make Leiston an 
even better place to live in in the future. 

 
The Council would encourage everyone to engage with them to ensure that, the areas 
that they can affect, are being done so to your liking. The other areas where angst 
comes like dog fouling, highways, litter are outside our control although we do our best 
to lobby on behalf of our residents to get things done. Please don’t think there is just 
“the Council” – there is the County Council, the District Council and your own Town 
Council. They are separate entities although all are public servants working for you and 
you pay separate amounts to each of them to do so in their areas. 

If anyone is interested in finding out more or wishing to look over the accounts please 
contact the Town Clerk or call in when the council office is open and he will be very 
pleased to help.        John Rayner 

Expenditure Income Net Expenditure Leiston Expenditure Income Net Expenditure
2018/19 2018/19 2018/19 Town Council 2019/20 2019/20 2019/20

£ £ £ £ £ £
5,000             3,000        2,000                   Allotments 3,600             3,000        600                    

13,950           6,000        7,950                   Community Centre 12,250           5,000        7,250                  
212,950         187,950    25,000                 Film Theatre 236,750         213,700     23,050                
144,320         5,700        138,620               Establishment/Open Spaces 159,730         6,650        153,080              
18,000           -           18,000                 Youth Club 18,000           -            18,000                
13,575           -           13,575                 Dinsdale Road WC 14,200           -            14,200                
7,000             -           7,000                   Grants 7,000             -            7,000                  

15,000           15,000                 Loan repayment 15,000           15,000                
Waterloo Centre 15,400           2,000        13,400                

49,855           -           49,855                 Other projects 32,400           -            32,400                
479,650         202,650    277,000               Total 514,330         230,350     283,980              

Council Tax £165.05 Council Tax £166.83

2019/20 Town Council Budget Information
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BEACH BONKERS 

 
BEACHCOMBING ON SIZEWELL BEACH 
• Saturday 30 March 2019 
• 1.30pm—3.30pm 
Sizewell Beach, Sizewell Gap, Sizewell, IP16 4UH 

 
Sizewell beach is a superb 
location for beachcombing, 
full of Suffolk shingle plants 
and it’s a great spot to find 
coralline crag, full of fossils. 
There will also be an 
opportunity to see some  
unusual beachcombing 
finds. 
Please join me ten minutes 
before the beachcomb 
begins so we can start 

promptly on time. Sorry, but if you are late you won't be able to join 
us. 
Meeting point: The large brick toilet block in Sizewell Beach car 
park, Sizewell Beach, Sizewell Gap, Sizewell IP16 4UH 
Do I need to book? No. 
How much does it cost? £5 for each person. 
How long will it last? Two hours. 
Who is this suitable for? All ages except very young ones. (For 
younger children please call Kate on 07512 557200 to discuss 
suitability). Beachcombing is suitable for children and adults alike. 
Treasuring our beaches is addictive whatever your age, so all are 
welcome. Children must be supervised at all times by their 
accompanying adults.  
What should I wear? It can be windy and cold on the beach even 
on a sunny day so wrap up with layers for warmth and against the 
wind. Please wear shoes suitable for walking on shingle. 
What if it's horrible weather? The weather can be very 
changeable but the beachcomb will go ahead unless it's torrential 
rain or high winds make the beach dangerous. 
Is there parking? There is a large pay & display car park 
immediately next to Sizewell beach. 
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.  

Can I bring my dog? Yes, well-
behaved dogs kept on a short lead 
throughout the walk are welcome. 
I can't make this date, will there 
be other walks? Yes, there are. 
For other events go 
to www.beachbonkers.org.uk/come-
to-the-beach 
 
Further Sizewell events on Friday 
April 12 and Sunday May 26. 
 

 
See page 17 to find Beach Bonkers at Leiston Library 

 
 
 

The Rose and Sweet William Club 
 
At the time of writing we are enjoying a very early spring and can we 
say that we hope that this continues. 
 
We have had a busy time at the Rose and Sweet William Club with 
many different visitors coming from the children at the primary school 
entertaining us, the local Police coming to talk to us about safety in the 
home and the perils of internet crime together with bogus phone calls. 
 
Sharon Cuthbert came to talk about the Good Neighbourhood Friend's 
scheme with some old Leiston photos. We are also looking forward to a 
visit from the Sizewell C Project team to give us an insight into their 
future plans. 
 
We have many other topics to cover in the year ahead and trips out. 
We would welcome anyone who would like to join us on a Tuesday 
afternoon from 2pm-4pm for a cup of tea and biscuit.  You just have 
to be 60 or older and live in Leiston. Transport is available if necessary. 
 
Regards 
 
Irene 
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Pongo’s Party is coming to town this Easter 
Children will be able to enjoy the antics of a host of colourful characters at Leiston Film 
Theatre this Easter, when the venue plays host to the smash-hit family show, Pongo’s 
Party. The show forms part of the Film Theatre’s exciting Easter programme, with a  

special one-off performance on Wednesday 
17th April at 11.00am. 
 

Created as an ideal introduction to live                     
theatre and suitable for ages 2-7 years, the 
show is fully interactive and set in a vibrant, 
colourful and imaginative farmyard with    
loveable puppet characters, which includes 
Pongo the Pig, who has been patiently     
waiting for his birthday to arrive and has 
been dropping hints to his friends all year, so 
is looking forward to a fantastic party. 
 

Although it appears that nobody has                              
remembered, Molly-Moo the Cow is making 

a mess baking, Sheena the Sheep is rehearsing with her band, Sally the Scarecrow is 
in the middle of decorating and even Marty                              
MacDonald is tied up with his parcels - whatever can 
they be up to? 
    

You’re all invited to come and help make Pongo's 
Party a day to remember, by joining in a show full of 
fun, songs and laughter - take part in the town’s                   
biggest ever game of pass the parcel and join the 
largest children's band! 
 

The venue’s Easter line-up also includes Disney’s all 
new live action version of Dumbo. 
 

Pongo’s Party appears at Leiston Film Theatre on 
Wednesday 17th April at 11.00am. Tickets are 
priced at £10.00, with a family ticket (2 adults and 2 
children or 1 adult and 3 children) available for only 
£36.00. Tickets are now available from the Film           
Theatre box office on 01728 830549 or via the               
website at: www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Fri 15th - Thurs 21st March 
7.15pm (excl. Sun 17th March) 

Matinee - Wed 20th March at 3.00pm 
 

Keira Knightley and Alexander Skarsgard in 
 

THE AFTERMATH 15 
————————————————————— 
Sun 17th March at 7.30pm. Tickets: £17.50 

 

An evening of Country and Irish music ... 
 

JOHN McNICHOLL & BAND 
————————————————————— 

Fri 22nd March - Thurs 4th April 
7.15pm (excl. Sun 24th & Sun 31st March) 
Matinee - Sun 24th, Wed 27th, Sun 31st 

March & Wed 3rd April at 3.00pm 
 

Daniel Mays, James Purefoy and David Hayman in 
 

FISHERMAN’S FRIENDS 12A 
————————————————————— 

Fri 5th - Sun 7th April at 7.15pm 
 

Brie Larson, Samuel L. Jackson and Ben Mendelsohn in 
 

CAPTAIN MARVEL 12A 
————————————————————— 

Mon 8th - Thurs 11th April 
 

PROGRAMME TO BE CONFIRMED 
————————————————————— 

Fri 12th - 18th April 
 

Colin Farrell, Eva Green and Michael Keaton in 
 

DUMBO 3D/2D PG 
————————————————————— 
Wed 17th April at 11.00am. LIVE ON STAGE 

Tickets: £10.00 (Family Ticket: £36.00) 
 

Come and help make Pongo's Party a day to remember, 
by joining in a show full of fun, songs and laughter. 

The ideal introduction to live theatre for ages 2-7 years.  
 

PONGO’S PARTY 
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The Long Shop Museum 
 

We welcome you all to the “new look” Long Shop Museum, 
during the closed season the staff and volunteers have been 
working extremely hard to deliver  
 
The Long Shop Museum warmly welcomes anyone who would 
like to join our team of Volunteers – we need people to help 
with opening to the public - Shop/Tickets, Café/BBQ, 
Computer-based Admin Support and Event Support and other 
roles.  New volunteers will be given an introduction to the 
Museum and training. 
 
Please contact volunteering@longshopmuseum.co.uk for 
more information. 
 
Looking Forward 
 
We have got a full diary of events planned for 2019, with some 
of our regular events as well as a couple of new events that 
are designed to cater for all ages.  Please do keep an eye on 
our website or Facebook page, or even drop in and see us at 
the Museum to collect a new 2019 leaflet.  
 
Just to entice you more, here is our list of major events that 
we will be holding this year at the Long Shop Museum. 

 
Steam Up 31 March  - always a favourite 
Festival of Craft and Print 21 April (A new event for 2019) 
Works in Wartime 19 May 
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Father’s Day Model Railway Show 16 June 
Suffolk Day Community Marketplace 21 June 
The Joker Centenary 14 July (a birthday party for our unique 
Suffolk Punch Steam Tractor) 
Steam Punk 3 August 
Model Engineering Show 29 September (a new event for 2019) 
 
The Leiston Men Shed 
 
We are very fortunate to be able to host the Leiston Men Shed, 
this “Shed” meets up every Wednesday morning from 10am. 
They’re about social connections and friendship building, sharing 
skills and knowledge, and of course a lot of laughter. The 
shedders, get together to assist the Long Shop Museum to 
restore and maintain the important collections that we hold, they 
also do a lot of community work with their allotment and carpentry 
workshops. If you would like to get involved with this important 
social group, please do get in touch with the Museum and we will 
happily introduce you to the Leiston Men Shed. 
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Steam Experience days 
 
Have you ever wanted to learn to drive a steam engine?  

Now’s your chance. 
 
Launched last year, our successful steam experience days 
give you the opportunity to come along and drive one of our 
magnificent  steam engines out on the local roads around 
Leiston, experience the sights, sounds and smell as you drive 
an engine accompanied by one of our steam team volunteers, 
so you will be in safe hands. There are a variety of steam ex-
periences on offer or we can tailor the day to suit your own 
needs. The steam experience also make a great birthday or 
Christmas present for a loved one. Give us a call or drop in to 
the Museum to find out more.  
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Steam-up! – 31 March, gates open at 10am until 4pm 
 
We would like to welcome you all to our annual “STEAM UP” 
event at the Long Shop Museum. This event officially launches 
the Museum for the 2019 season. And this year there is a special 
focus on heritage attractions throughout Suffolk. We have got 
some visiting steam engines as well as our own fleet of engines 
all in steam to be enjoyed. 
Our own shunting engine Sirapite will be in operation and before it 
goes off site for a spell at the Mid Suffolk Light Railway for the 
year. 
We will be launching our newest exhibit, a 1937 Buick motor car 
that was bought new by Garrett’s and used as a staff car for 10 
years. This needs total restoration but will a great machine once it 
has been restored by our volunteers. 
There will be stalls and traders to entertain and excite the whole 
family, and not forgetting our mouth-watering BBQ, traditional tea 
room serving delectable homemade fayre, plus a plethora of 
activities to occupy the most curious of minds, young and old!  
Our very own Suffolk Punch, The Joker will be in steam alongside 
Consuelo Allen, a 10-ton steam roller.  Come and enjoy a family 
day of steam, fun and history.   
 
A late entry that will excite all “Dads Army” enthusiasts will be a 
replica of Corporal Jones van       
that was used in the 1971 Dads 
Army film. 
No need to book – just come 
along.  The admission price for 
this event will be £8 for adults 
and £4 for children, entitling 
ticket holders to free museum 
admission for a full year, except 
for special event days such as 
the Suffolk Steampunk 
Spectacular and Final Fling.   
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Leiston Library Latest 
 
We’d like to start by thanking everyone who’s taken part in our 
community survey recently – we’ve been seeking to find out 
what kinds of activities and events you might like to see at your 
library so your feedback is most welcome.  We will analyse 
what you’ve told us and see what we can do to ensure we are 
still at the heart of the community!  We may be seeking 
volunteers to help us in future so watch this space… 
 
Talking of volunteers, Tracy Dix, who has volunteered every 
week with us for 3 years, keeping our children’s library tidy, has 
now left us to take a job in the Coop as a travel agent!  Thank 
you Tracy for all your help, and all the very best with your new 
career.  We’ll miss you… 
 

We saw lots of 
people in the library 
on Christmas Day, a 
lovely sociable 
morning, thank you 
to everyone who 
supported it, 
including East of 
England Coop and 
Becky at Simply 
Delicious. 
 

If you’re a keen reader who likes to chat about what you read, 
you might like to join one of our book clubs – one meets 
monthly on a Tuesday morning (next meeting Tuesday April 9, 
11am-12pm) and the other monthly on a Sunday morning 
(usually the first Sunday of the month but please check for April 
date) 10.30am-11.30am.  The library provides the books, and 
the groups are relaxed and friendly and have very lively 
conversations about what they’ve read! 
 
Our crafts table has plenty of locally made beautiful items for 
sale – perfect for Mothers’ Day.  We have some fab vintage 
Mothers’ Day cards too!  Easter goodies will be coming soon.  

Pop in and grab a gift to support the library and a local craftsperson. 
 
 

From March to May we will be exhibiting textile art by Marian Nichols.  
Marian’s work is beautifully crafted and inspired by nature and our 
stunning local landscape. 
 
We have a couple of exciting events during the Easter holidays.  On 
Tuesday 9 April we will be having a Macmillan coffee morning, selling 
cakes and cuppas to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support.  We 
also have a wide range of 
information about living with or 
supporting someone with cancer to 
be given away so do come and see 
us on the day. 
 
 
On Tuesday 16 April 10.30am-12.30pm Kate will be back to ‘Bring 
the Beach to Leiston Library’.  This fab Beachbonkers event sees a 
tableful of beachcombing treasures to handle, including a mammoth’s 
tooth and other fossils.  You can also look for hidden treasures on the 
mini beach.  This is a fascinating and free session for all the family. 
 
We look forward to seeing you soon. 
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Leiston Business Association  
 
On 30 January a Committee was formed to represent local businesses 
in the IP16 area and take forward the positive work of the former Leiston 
Business Association by achieving the following objectives:  
 
 To consult with local businesses by undertaking a short online 

survey to be sent to local businesses in the IP16 areas to gather 
the views of local businesses in order to collate a formal response 
as part of the Sizewell C and Scottish Power Renewables 
Consultations.  

 To consider contributing ideas/ items in mitigation and 
compensation as part of the formal response of Leiston Town 
Council  to the SZC Stage 3 Consultation which ends on 29 March 
2019. 

 To consider contributing a ideas/items in mitigation to the SPR 
Phase 4 Consultation which needs to be received by SPR by 
midnight on 26 March in relation to East Anglia TWO Ltd and East 
Anglia ONE North Ltd. 

 To consider collaborating with neighbouring business associations 
such as Aldeburgh and Saxmundham in order to share good 
practice and learn from neighbouring business associations 

 To work proactively with Leiston high street and industrial estate 
businesses and self-employed or businesses based on the 
periphery of the town. 

 Consider the development of  a Leiston town map(or app) and 
seek ideas for assisting  Leiston media / marketing coverage. 

 To contribute to the planning of a regular local farmers market 
hosted in the Long Shop, Leiston. 
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We agreed at a meeting with members of the core committee which 
included Sonny Cracknell; Uli Schiefelbein; Nicky Corbett; Barry 
Norman and Elspeth Gibson, that this ambitious list is not going to be 
achievable immediately!   
The Committee therefore decided to concentrate on two priorities over 
the next couple of months: 
 
 The survey of businesses in the IP16 area to inform  formal 

response from the business community as part of the formal 
consultations on SZC and SPR. 

 To contribute to the planning of a regular farmers market hosted 
in the Long Shop, Leiston, potentially commencing in the Spring 
2019. 

 
If are interested in joining the Committee, being part of Leiston 
Business Association or just want to know more, please contact Sonny 
Cracknell at Sizewell Sports and Social Club (Tel: 830025) 
 
The new Leiston Leisure Centre is coming soon! 
Leiston Leisure Centre was closed in September 
2018 to undergo a refurbishment, as Suffolk 
Coastal invests £3.5 million in bringing state-of-
the-art leisure facilities to the area. 
 
The new leisure centre was designed with the 
Council’s leisure development partners, Pulse 
Design & Build and operators, Places Leisure. It will include a new 
spacious gym with modern equipment, and a new health suite by the 
pool area. 
The plans also include a high quality village style changing area by the 
pool. This will be family friendly with cubicles for parents and children, 
separate changing areas for groups, which can also be used by the 
public when empty and individual changing cubicles and showers.  
More fitness classes will be available with two new dance studios and 
a group cycling studio, which will also serve as multi-bookable rooms. 
The refurbishment is being completed in several stages and will partly 
reopen once the first stage is completed. We expect the whole centre 
to be fully reopened this summer.   
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News from the Leiston Dementia Project 
 
We have been asking people about their memories of clubs, societies 
and associations in Leiston-cum-Sizewell around the 1950s and 1960s 
and have discovered that at one point, there were over 47 and at least 
20 are still going strong. One which is a bit of a mystery is the ‘Cork 
Club’ so if you know anything about it we would love to hear from you. 
We are continuing to collect photos to use in reminiscence activities so 
if you have any that we could borrow and scan and return to you we 
would be very grateful.  
Did you know that joining a club can be as good for your health as some 
of the other well known factors such as eating healthily and doing 
exercise? Whether it involves dancing, stamp collecting or bowls, being 
in a group can give us a sense of purpose and improve our self-esteem. 
Sadly, people living with dementia often become isolated as they  

gradually lose contact with friends and find it more difficult to get out 
and about without support. This is why we have been looking into what 
activities are available to people living with dementia in the local area 
and what we can do to help people to continue to take part.  
If you would like to get in touch my email is 
leistondementiaproject@gmail.com or you can leave a note for me at 
the Town Council Offices. 
Thank you 
Sharon Cuthbert 
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Mutual support and friendship in the community 
 

Do you know someone who is isolated 
and would like a visit and a chat from 
time to time? Or someone who needs 
help with the small jobs at home that 
become tricky if you don’t have family 
around? 
 
The Leiston Good Neighbour Scheme 
(LGNS) provides free voluntary help to 
people who are socially isolated in 

Leiston, Sizewell or Knodishall. For example our volunteers can give 
help to fill in a form, support someone to go to an activity, do a minor 
repair, collect a prescription or do a small amount of shopping. We can 
also do a one-off garden tidy for someone who is no longer able to 
manage this themselves. We do 
not provide transport (for example 
to take someone to hospital) 
because this is provided by CATS.  
We currently have around 16 
volunteers with different skills to 
offer and we would love to hear 
from you if you are interested in 
volunteering. You can choose 
what you do and how often. For 
example some people like 
befriending and others prefer to 
give practical help. 
Our phone is held on a rota basis 
from Monday to Friday, 9am to 
5pm, but you can leave a 
message any time and someone 
will call you back as soon as 
possible. The number is: 07724 
777465. 
You can also email: 
leistongoodneighbour@gmail.com 
Do contact us if you need a good 
neighbour or would like to be one. 
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Special events at Leiston Film Theatre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Australian Ballet: Spartacus (PG) - Wednesday 8th May at 7.30pm. 
 

One of The Australian Ballet’s most popular works springs to new life as Spartacus tells the 
story of a gladiator who led a slaves’ rebellion against the Roman empire. Charting the journey 
of a man finding passionate love, his mission and freedom, the ballet showcases the                               
company’s men at their spirited and athletic best. Think ballet is all pointe shoes and tutus? 
Think again. 
 

Northern Ballet: Victoria (PG) - Tuesday 25th June at 7.30pm. 
 

Northern Ballet's new biopic brings the sensational story of Victoria to life in dance, revealing 
the passion, tragedy and fierce devotion of one of Britain's most iconic monarchs, whose                
irrepressible love for Albert sparked a royal dynasty. But his untimely death brought the world's 
most powerful woman to her knees with grief.  
 

Tickets: £14.95. NOW BOOKING on 01728 830549 / www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

2019 Maastricht Concert 
Screenings at Leiston Film Theatre 
Sat 27th July at 6.45pm & Sun 28th July at 2.45pm 
Tickets: £15.95 - NOW BOOKING on 01728 830549 / www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

Live entertainment at Leiston Film Theatre 

The Mods & Rockers Show 
Saturday 11th May, 7.30pm 
 

Johnny Warman's Mods and Rockers Show 
brings you the best musical years of our lives - 
the sixties and seventies. Whether you had a 
parka or a leather, a scooter or a Norton, get 
ready for a night of pure entertainment from one 
of the best bands on the live circuit, featuring 
the music of the Rolling Stones, The Beatles, 
Small Faces, The Kinks, Jimi Hendrix, The     
Animals, The Zombies plus many, many more. 
Tickets: 15.00 - NOW BOOKING 

The Steve Hewlett Show 
Saturday 25th May, 7.30pm 
 

Britain's Got Talent finalist, ventriloquist Steve 
Hewlett returns to Leiston Film Theatre, along 
with Arthur Lager and a suitcase full of crazy 
characters, with a special May half-term show 
that the whole family will enjoy. 
Tickets: £12.50, Conc. £11.95. 

—————————————————————- 

The Bootleg Shadows 
Saturday 8th June, 7.30pm 
 

A unique tribute encompassing The Shadows’    
           amazing career from 1960 to the 1980s.  
           Relive fantastic hits such as: Apache,  
            Foot Tapper, Man of Mystery, Wonderful  
             Land, Kon Tiki, FBI plus many more. If  
                   you love the sounds of the 60’s –  
                       and enjoy a few laughs on the  
                       way – The Bootleg Shadows will  
             have you humming the tunes long after 
             you have left the theatre.  
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Dog Fouling cleared up in Leiston by LDMNAS in 2018  
 
The volunteers in LDMNAS thought residents would be interested in 
their activities. The following sites were visited and cleared. 
 
ALDEBURGH ROAD 1,  CENTRAL ROAD 1,  
CENTRAL ROAD – ORCHARD ROAD FOOTPATH 1, 
CHURCH ROAD 2,  CROSS STREET 1,  CROWN STREET 8, 
DINSDALE ROAD 1,  HIGH STREET 1,  KING GEORGES AVENUE 
1, KITCHENER ROAD 3,  MAIN STREET 3,  ROBERTS ROAD 2,   
SIZEWELL ROAD 1,  WATERLOO AVENUE 8,  VALLEY ROAD 35, 
VICTORY ROAD 1. 
TOTAL   70  
 
If you are responsible for any of these please be very ashamed. 

LDMNAS 
            

 

Leiston Town Pastors 
Part-time Co-ordinator 

 
 

 Leiston Town Pastors, sponsored by Christians  Together in 
Leiston are looking for someone with  administrative skills to 
co-ordinate our team of pastors and prayer partners. We 
require a person who is a good communicator, an 
encourager and who would be willing to train as a Town 
Pastor. 
 
Approximately 8 hours a week at £10 an hour.  Flexible work
- primarily from home. DBS check will be required.  For an 
informal chat and further details please contact: 
 
                Carol Cotton (interim Co-ordinator): 
                    01728 603221 / 07714302559 
                Email: carol.cotton@btinternet.com 
                                      OR 
          Revd Pauline Florance (Chair of Trustees) 

    Tel:01728768124  
Email: paulineb.florance@gmail.com 
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LOCAL  INFORMATION 
 
POLICE: Local Police  Tel: 101 (ask for Leiston SNT) 

 Email: leistonaldeburgh.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk 
101 is the police number to report any non emergency. 
 
DOCTORS: N Maggs, S Simmonds, K Blades 
SURGERY: Main Street, Leiston   Tel: 830526 
Public Defibrillator  — outside Co-op and Children’s Centre in Waterloo 
Avenue.  Other defibrillators are available (when open) in the Community  
Centre, the Library and the Cinema. 
 
COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE: Colonial House, Leiston Tel: 831215 
JOBCENTRE: Eastlands Ind Estate, Leiston  Tel: 401004 
LIBRARY: Main Street, Leiston     Tel: 831252 
LONG SHOP MUSEUM: Main Street, Leiston  Tel: 832189 
LEISURE CENTRE: Red House Lane, Leiston  Tel: 830364 
CITIZENS ADVICE:  
 14 Colonial House, Station Rd, Leiston Tel: 832193 
LEEWAY (Domestic violence & abuse service) Tel: 0845 2142171 
CRUSE Bereavement Care   Tel: 01394 670770 
 
SUFFOLK COASTAL DISTRICT COUNCIL  Tel: 01394 383789 
SC NORSE- refuse collection/dog bins/recycling Tel: 01394 444000 
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL   Tel: 08456 077055 
  Highways    Tel: 0800 591055 
  Social Care   Tel: 03456 066067 
  Bus Passes   Tel: 03456 000659 
EDUCATION Leiston Primary School  Tel: 01728 830745 
  Alde Valley Academy  Tel: 01728 830570 
  Suffolk College on the Coast Tel: 07767114770 
 
LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
Leiston Children’s Centre, Waterloo Avenue Tel: 642930 
Leiston Film Theatre Support Club  Tel: 831714 
Leiston Scouts - Steven Burch   Tel: 832479 
Leiston Guides, Brownies, Rainbows  
- Selena Levermore    Tel: 635608 
Leiston Youth Club - Lucy Pickett  contact via Facebook 
Leiston Women’s Institute - Judy Geater  Tel: 831628 
CYDS - Stuart Watson    Tel: 830716 
CATS - Accessible Transport on demand Tel: 830516 
Leiston  Royal British Legion Band - secretary@leistonband.co.uk 
Leiston Swimming Club - Matt Dye  Tel: 833266 
 mathew.dye@btopenworld.com 
PISCES Swimming Club   Tel: 648270 
Rose and Sweet William Club               Tel: 832028  
Royal British Legion (Leiston Branch)  Tel: 833537 
SAMARITANS Helpline for anyone in a crisis      Tel: 08457 909090  
Town Pastors— carol.cotton@btinternet.com               Tel: 01728 603221 
The Ferns—Sexual Assault Referral Centre Tel: 01473 668974 
Leiston Good Neighbour Scheme  Tel: 07724 777465  
leistongoodneighbour@gmail.com    Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 



TOWN COUNCILLORS 
 Cllr David Bailey, 8 Garrett Crescent, IP16 4LB  Tel: 831032 
 Cllr Mrs Sammy Betson, 80 King George Ave, IP16 4JG Tel  831168 
 Cllr Bing Boast, 10 Buller Road, IP16 4HA  Tel: 830391
 Cllr Tony Cooper, 28 King George’s Ave, IP16 4JG Tel: 830181 
 Cllr Freda Casagrande, 13 Archway Cottages,IP16 4AR Tel: 561476 
 Cllr Susan Geater, 19 Haylings Grove, IP16 4DU Tel: 833501 
 Cllr Colin Ginger, 20 Heath View, IP16 4JP  Tel: 832400 
 Cllr Phil Harle, 4 Lime Tree Avenue, IP16 4EH  Tel: 833578 
 Cllr Lesley Hill, 45 Garret Crescent, IP16 4LF  Tel: 830514
 Cllr Terry Hodgson, 27 King George’s Ave, IP16 4JX Tel: 830917 
 Cllr Bill Howard, 52 Waterloo Avenue, IP16 4HE  Tel: 831455 
 Cllr John Last, 14 Poppy Way, IP16 4UG  Tel: 831017  
 Cllr Selena Levermore, 16a Aldeburgh Road, IP16 4ED Tel: 635608
 Cllr David Morsley, 16 Aldeburgh Road, IP16 4ED Tel: 830150 
 Cllr Sean O’Reilly, 52 Haylings Road, IP16 4DN              Tel: 830506 
  
 
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 Cllr Tony Cooper, 28 King George’s Ave, IP16 4JG Tel: 830181 
 Cllr Susan Geater, 19 Haylings Grove, IP16 4DU Tel: 833501 
 
COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 Cllr  Russ Rainger, Christmas Cottage,  
 Farnham Road, Snape IP17 1QW   Tel: 688739 
 Russ.rainger@suffolk.gov.uk 
 
TOWN CLERK 
 Mr John Rayner 
 Council Offices 
 Main Street 
 Leiston  
 IP16 4ER 
 Tel: 01728 830388 
 Email: townclerk@leistontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Office open: Monday & Tuesday 09.00 – 12.30  14.00 – 16.45 
  Thursday & Friday 09.00 – 12.30 

See your town and Council at www.leistontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 

LEISTON FILM THEATRE  01728 830549 
 SEE WHAT’S ON AT: 
www.leistonfilmtheatre.co.uk 

PUBLISHED BY LEISTON-cum-SIZEWELL  
TOWN COUNCIL 

PRINTED BY LEISTON PRESS 
Distributed by Leafleting Direct 


